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Community Public Water Systems 

•  A public water system which has a potential 

to serve at least 15 residential service 

connections on a year-round basis or serves 

at least 25 residents on a year-round basis. 

 

 



Texas Commission on 

Environmental Quality 

• Regulate chemical and microbiological quality 

of public drinking water 

 

• Review plans and specifications for drinking 

water related projects 

 

• Conduct comprehensive compliance 

investigation of public water systems on a 

three year cycle 
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Storage Levels of Major Reservoirs 



 

• A wholesale or retail water supplier shall 

notify the executive director within five 

business days of the implementation of 

any mandatory provisions of the drought 

contingency plan 

Drought Contingency Plans: Who 

is Required to  

Report to TCEQ? 



Why is it Important to Report 

Drought Status? 

• The TCEQ maintains a database and 

tracks system’s drought status 

• The TCEQ holds bi-weekly drought 

meetings to discuss “At Risk” systems that 

may have less than 180 day supply of 

water remaining 

• Led to the Formation of the Emergency  

   Drinking Water Task Force 



Emergency  

    Drinking Water Task Force 
 

• Meet weekly to discuss the status of the At 

Risk systems  

• Discuss solutions tailored for each system 

• Discuss what assistance can be provided 

• Discuss coordination of resources to 

accomplish the goals of the task force 

 



TCEQ Related Assistance 

• Financial, Managerial and Technical 

(FMT) assistance provided to water 

systems 

• Coordination with funding agencies  

• Expedited agency review of exceptions to 

rules 

• Expedited agency review of plans and 

specifications 

 



Most Common Drought  

Related Issues 

• Decrease in groundwater production due 

to lower aquifer levels 

• Decreasing lake levels for surface water 

systems 

• Evaporation played a significant role in 

depleting water supplies 

• Funding for solutions 



Most Common Remedies 

• Drilling a new well 

• Extending surface water intake into deeper 

water 

• Interconnection with an adjacent system 

• Lots of rain! 



What happens when a public water 

system can no longer provide water to 

customers? 

• Request for emergency services must start at 

the local level. 

 

• Emergency drinking water services will be 

provided by the Texas Division of Emergency 

Management on a temporary basis. 

 





Lessoned Learned? 

• Have a Drought Contingency Plan with 

appropriate triggers 

• Be prepared to provide water under 

varying hydrological conditions 

• Proper financial planning (rates) 
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