The USGS Exposes Youth to the Future of
Science
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On July 18, the USGS welcomed over 80
rising ninth-graders to Reston, Va., for a
3-day journey of understanding and
exposure to its community and the array
of opportunities offered in the world of
science.

These students are enrolled in two
summer academic academies: A
Mathematics, Science and Engineering Academv (MSEA), through Fort
Valley State University (FVSU) in Fort Valley, Ga., and GeoFORCE,
through the Jackson School of Geosciences at the University of Texas
at Austin.

"The goal of the USGS is to keep youth interested in science, provide
them with an avenue to interact with scientists, and hopefully inspire
them to carry this enthusiasm back to their peers and communities,"
said Steve Hammond, Acting Chief, Science Information and Education
Office.

Both academies collaborated with the USGS to address the under-

representation of minorities and females in the fields of math, science,

and engineering, by providing young minds an opportunity to apply

classroom theory to the field, while sneaking a glimpse into the
possibilities of their future.

he USGS, as well as the academies,
are, "dedicated to the understanding of
mathematics, engineering, and science
as an option for their future," said Ivette
orres, USGS Mineral Industry Analyst
and committee co-chair for this event.

On their first morning in Virginia, both
~academies were accompanied by
counselors and USGS scientists for a field trip to Harpers Ferry







