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Youth and Education

Four Hondo students named
to 2007 GeoFORCE class

Four Hondo students are |

among the 40 outstanding

1

Southwest Texas rising ninth |

graders recently selected for
the GeoFORCE Texas 2007
summer academy.

Allison Boehme, Matthew |
De Leon, Nicholas Garciaand |

Sabrina Morin of Hondo's
McDowell Junior High were
chosen for the summer pro-
gram designed to inspire stu-
dents to pursue careers in the
geosciences.

The University of Texas at
Austin Jackson School of Geo-
sciences manages the
GeoFORCE program in part-

-nership with Southwest Texas
Junior College, This year, the
program received more than
125 applications from 16
school districts throughout
Southwest Texas,

The application process re-
quires students to submit a
personal essay, letter of rec-
ommendation and a personal
statement expressing their
qualifications for the pro-
gram. Educators from each
district in SWTJC’s 11-county

service area assist the pro- |

gram in recruiting students. |

GeoFORCE Texas encour-
ages students with a high ap-
titude in math and science to

consider careers in the geo-
sciences. The week-long sum-
mer academies offer a blend
of college preparatory
coursework with hands-on
field trips to sites of geologi-
cal interest around the coun-
try, at no cost to the students.

Students selected for the
program are committed to at-
tend summer academies for
four years throughout high
school with trips to Washing-
ton, D.C., the Grand Canyon,
Mt 5t Helens and the Pacific
Coast. Students will also have
the opportunity to compete
for GeoFORCE scholarships

and internships after their fi- |

nal summer academy.

with this year's recruits, to-
tal participation in
GeoFORCE Texas now stands
at 240 students. When fully

operational, the program will
engage more than 1,000
Southwest Texas students
across all grade levels.
For more information
about the program, contact
Julie Spink, program coordi-
nator at the Jackson S-:_:huql of
Geosciences, at |
or visit the
GeoFORCE Texas website at

i e
geoforce/.



