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GeoFORCE Students to Travel Country for Summer Geology

Studies
June 03, 2008

More than 130 students from 18 HISD high schools have been selected to participate in the GeoFORCE summer

science academies in Austin, Oregon, and Washington.

The 134 freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will travel for three to seven days during the months of June or July,

starting June 7.

GeoFORCE Texas is a summer geology-based program that rewards outstanding students from across the state
from grades 8-12. The students will learn about the field of geoscience and participate in interactive opportunities for

critical thinking and practical field experience.

“GeoFORCE is a great opportunity for underrepresented
students to be exposed to geosciences at a critical time
in their lives,” said GeoFORCE Program Coordinator
Danielle Horton. “It grabs the students’ attention in a big
way when starting high school and gives them a reason
to be motivated and excited about science.”

Among the HISD patrticipants are 16 students from
HISD’s James Madison High School for Meteorology
and Space Sciences.

“GeoFORCE Texas Summer Academies have impressive
itineraries that will provide our Magnet students a unique
experience,” said Madison High School Magnet
Coordinator Yolanda Foster. “This experience will be a
lasting one that will capture and motivate our students to
excel in math and sciences courses and, most
importantly, heighten their awareness of the geosciences
and high-tech careers.”

Jarrett Mayon is a tenth-grade Magnet student at

Long Middle School eighth-graders Tania Babu, Meron Haile,
Manusha Karki, Lisa Karki, Hapyness Odhiubo, and Carlos
Salamanca are some of the dozens of students selected from HISD
schools to participate in the University of Texas' GeoFORCE
Academy. This summer, they will travel to Austin and Washington
DC to study various aspects of geology, and continue their studies
in Arizona, Nevada, Utah, Oregon, and Florida over the next three
years. With them is Long Middle School science teacher Diann
Valentine (third from right).

Madison High School. The 17-year-old plans to go to college after graduation to pursue a career in geology.
“GeoFORCE will help me with learning math and science outside of the classroom and | am looking forward to the

traveling experience,” said Jarrett.

Linda Nguyen, a tenth-grader at Madison High, is 16 and wants to pursue a career in math and science. “| feel this
program will enable me to be academically prepared to go to college,” said Linda. “I'm looking forward to having a

wonderful time with the GeoFORCE academy.”

GeoFORCE Texas was launched to inspire the next generation of geoscientists and foster increased diversity in the
U.S. workforce. Students who excel in math and science in the classroom enjoy the academy because it gives them a
chance to apply their knowledge in the field. The experience also opens up a world of career opportunities.




